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(Above) Gene McDonnell instructs his team on hitting in 1967. Player to far
La Salle Athletic Director Bill Bradshaw, (right) McDonnell 20 years later in 1987.
McDonnell retires after 30 seasons 
as La Salle’s varsity baseball coach
Gene McDonnell, Head Baseball 
Coach at La Salle University for the last 
30 years, has announced his retirement 
effective July 1.
"We regret the fact that Gene is 
retiring after so may years of service to La 
Salle University," said Bob Mullen, La 
Salle’s Athletic Director. "I doubt very 
much that his record of a baseball coach 
of over 400 wins or his long tenure as a 
part-time baseball coach will ever be 
surpassed."
The 55-year old McDonnell, who 
began coaching at La Salle in 1959, 
retires with a 430-352-8 (.549) record and 
the most wins ever by a La Salle coach 
regardless of the sport His 30 years of 
service to the University is also the 
longest ever by a coach in any sport. In 
30 years under McDonnell, the Explorers 
had 22 winning seasons. During the 
1987-88 season his team went 24-19 and 
finished second in the Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference with a 9-5 record.
During the 1985 season the team 
posted a school record 31 wins and 
finished second in the NCAA East 
Regional. During that record-setting 1985 
season McDonnell was voted the NCAA 
Eastern Coach-of-the-Year and the
Diamond Baseball Coach of the Year. A 
1980 inductee into La Salle’s "Coaches 
Hall of Fame", McDonnell also directed 
the Explorers to an NCAA appearance in 
1964.
"It’s been a long time as a part-time 
coach and it has just taken its toll,” 
McDonnell said. ”1 think the best thing 
I’ll remember is seeing the kids I’ve 
coached become successful in their jobs 
and with their families. That sums it up 
better than the wins."
In 1951 McDonnell played shortstop 
and captained the Philadelphia Catholic 
League Championship team from La 
Salle High School. Continuing his 
career at La Salle College, McDonnell 
set several base stealing records while 
playing every inning of every game for 
four seasons. In 1954 he hit .414 to win 
the Suburban League batting title and 
earned the Philadelphia Daily News 
"Baseball Talent Award." During an 
Army stint, McDonnell batted .391, 
played in the All-Army Championships 
at Fort Dix (NJ) and was named as the 
first-team All-Army centerfielder in 
1957.
McDonnell holds a master’s degree 
in Educational Administration from
Glassboro State College and teaches in the 
Cherry Hill (NJ) school district.
Gene McDonnell 
Year-by-Year
Year Won Lost  Tied
1959 9 8 0
1960 13 4 0
1961 12 4 1
1962 11 7 0
1963 6 10 1
1964 13 7 0
1965 13 5 0
1966 15 9 0
1967 8 9 0 
1968 12 10  0
1969 13 9 1
1970 13 6 0 
1971 16 9 0
1972 9 8 0
1973 7 14 0
1974 5 11 0
1975 15 10 0
1976 16 13 0
1977 14 13 0
1978 15 14 1
1979 16 16
1980 11 19 0
1981 17 14 2
1982 17 14 0
1983 17 14 1
1984 18 19 0
1985 31 20 0
1986 17 20 0
1987 23 21 0
1988 24 19 0
Totals 430  352  8
July, 1988 Page 2
John Miller signs contract through 1991
John Miller
La Salle University officials 
announced that John Miller, head 
coach of the women’s basketball 
program, has received a contract for the 
next two seasons. The contract will see 
Miller through to the 1990-91 season.
"John has done a superb job in 
building a Top 20 team at La Salle. 
His Coach-of-the-Year awards in 1987 
and 1988 say it all," said Athletic 
Director, Bob Mullen. "Most 
multi-year extensions are in the men’s 
basketball area, but La Salle feels that 
our women’s coach deserves a similar 
reward for outstanding performance."
After two years at La Salle, Miller 
has compiled an overall record of 
46-12. In 1987-88, he coached the 
Explorers to a 25-5 season, an AP Top 
20 Poll regular season national ranking 
and an at-large bid to the NCAA 
Tournament. In doing so, Miller 
earned the Metro Atlantic Athletic 
Conference and Big 5 
Coach-of-the-Year awards for the 
second consecutive year.
Miller coached extensively at the 
high school level before coming to La 
Salle in 1986. In 1976, he assumed the 
head coaching position at Archbishop 
Ryan High School. During his nine 
year stint at Ryan, Miller was named 
Catholic League Coach-of-the-Year 
twice before taking over at Monsignor 
Bonner High School. He closed out his 
high school coaching career at Bonner 
with over 150 wins to his credit.
"It is certainly a gratifying feeling 
to know that the athletic administrators 
have given me a vote of confidence by
extending my contract," said Miller. 
"Everyone close to me realizes how 
happy I have been since coming to La 
Salle. The young ladies in our basketball 
program have been tremendous 
representatives of our great institution,
and the addition of our four top-notch 
recruits should only help us continue to 
keep the ball rolling in a positive 
direction. With all the fine young people 
surrounding it, it sure makes the game of 
basketball fun."
Randy Monroe joins men’s basketball staff
Randy Monroe has been named an 
assistant men’s basketball coach for La 
Salle University. Monroe joins the staff 
of his former high school coach Bill 
"Speedy" Morris as a replacement for 
Fran Dunphy, who resigned to become 
an assistant coach at the University of 
Pennsylvania.
"Randy Monroe is a terrific young 
man with excellent work habits," said 
Morris. "I enjoyed coaching him at 
Roman and watching him grow as a
basketball player and more importantly — 
into an outstanding human being. He 
relates well with everyone he comes into 
contact with and he will be an asset to La 
Salle University and our basketball 
program."
Monroe is a 1987 graduate of 
Cheyney University with a degree in 
Recreation Administration. He served 
two years as an assistant at Cheyney, 
including the 1985-86 season when the 
Wolves reached the NCAA Division II
Final Four. Monroe played his senior 
year at Cheyney after playing two 
seasons at Philadelphia Textile. At 
Textile he was named to Eastern 
Basketball Magazine's All-Freshman 
Team.
A graduate of Roman Catholic High 
School, where he played for Morris, 
Monroe was First Team All-Catholic 
League and also made the All-City Team. 
As a senior he was named the Catholic 
League Player-of-the-Year.
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Construction continues on La Salle’s new track, located around McCarthy Stadium’s field. The six-lane 
track will feature an eight-lane straight away. The track will be completed in September.
EXPLORER EXTRAS. . .EXPLORER EXTRAS. . . EXPLORER EXTRAS. . .
Petrachenko aims for Seoul
Barry Petrachenko, a 1988 graduate of 
La Salle and captain of last year’s baseball 
team, will attend training camp for the 
Canadian Olympic team from July 29-Aug. 
11 in Waterloo, ONT. Petrachenko is the 
favorite to win the starting second 
baseman’s job for the Canadians. The 
Canadian team will make a European tour 
before journeying to Seoul for the Olympic 
games.
Petrachenko has spent the past several 
weeks playing for the Stratford Hillers. He 
currently leads the Intercounty Major 
League with a .481 baiting average. The 
starting second baseman in the league’s 
all-star game, Petrachenko has appeared in 
22 games for the Hillers and has collected 
40 hits. He also has 21 stolen bases in 25 
attempts. The league record for stolen 
bases in a season is 30.
Two other members of the La Salle 
1988 baseball team are busy in the 
prestigious Cape Cod League. Steve 
O’Donnell, who played third base for the
Explorers, has been playing first and 
third for the Yarmouth-Dennis Red Sox. 
O’Donnell has been named the starting 
first baseman for the league’s all-star 
game which will be held July 18 in 
Orleans. O’Donnell is hitting .306 for 
the Red Sox, who are in second place in 
the Eastern Division.
Marc Iacovelli, the starting shortstop 
for La Salle, recently joined the Orleans 
Cardinals after a successful stint in the 
Atlantic Coach League. Both O’Donnell 
and Iacovelli will be seniors at La Salle 
this fall.
La Salle to host NCSC meet
LaSalle will host the National 
Catholic Swimming Championships on 
Dec. 1-3. The meet will feature 
swimmers from Catholic colleges and 
universities from across the United 
States.
At last year’s meet, held at the 
University of Notre Dame, 13 women’s 
and 12 men’s team competed for the 
championship. Villanova is expected to
return to the meet this year to defend its 
title in the men’s division, while the 
reigning women’s champion, Boston 
College, is also expected to attend.
Former La Salle swimmers and other 
interested followers are urged to contact La 
Salle’s Aquatic Director, John Lyons, if 
you can help work at the meet. To help 
defray the cost of the NCSC, the La Salle 
swimming teams will hold a swimathon and 
publish a meet program.
The swimathon will be held during 
Homecoming on Oct. 15 in Kirk Memorial 
Pool. Sponsorship of an individual may be 





20th St. & Olney Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19141
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LA SALLE IN THE NBA DRAFT
Year Name Team
1950 Larry Foust Fort Wayne
1951 Jim Phelan Philadelphia
1952 Newt Jones Philadelphia
1952 Buddy Donnley Syracuse
1953 Fred Iehle Philadelphia
1953 Norm Grekin Philadelphia
1953 Jack George Philadelphia
1954 Jackie Moore Philadelphia
1954 Frank O’Hara Philadelphia
1955 Tom Gola Philadelphia
1957 Alonzo Lewis Philadelphia
1962 Bob McAteer St. Louis
1963 Bill Raftery New York
1964 Frank Corace Philadelphia
1965 Kurt Fromal Philadelphia
*** 1965 George Sutor Kentucky Colonels
1967 Hubie Marshall Philadelphia
%%%1969 Larry Cannon Chicago
### 1969 Roland Taylor Philadelphia
1969 Stan Wlodarczyk Milwaukee
1969 Bernie Williams San Diego
@@ 1971 Bobby Fields Portland
1971 Ken Durrett Cincinnati
1973 Jim Crawford Philadelphia
1975 Joe Bryant Golden State
1975 Billy Taylor Golden State
1977 Donn Wilber Portland
&&& 1980 Michael Brooks San Diego
1980 Mo Connolly Phoenix
1980 Kurt Kanaskie Golden State
1981 Stanley Williams Boston
1981 Kevin Lynam New Jersey
1985 Steve Black Philadelphia
$$$ 1985 Ralph Lewis Boston
1985 Truck Butts Boston
*** - Played for Kentucky, Minnesota, Miami and 
Carolina in the ABA.
%%% - Played for Miami, Denver, Memphis and 
Indiana in the ABA and Philadelphia in the NBA.
### - Played for Washington, Virginia and Denver in the 
ABA.
@@ - Played for the Utah Stars in the ABA.
&&& - Played for Albany in the ABA and San Diego 
and Denver of the NBA, drafted by Charlotte in the 1988 
expansion draft.
$$$ - Played for Detroit of the NBA, drafted by 
Charlotte in the 1988 expansion draft.
Legler bypassed in draft, 
signs free-agent contract 
with Cleveland Cavaliers
Bypassed in the recent NBA draft, Tim Legler has signed a 
free-agent contract with the Cleveland Cavaliers. Legler will attend a 
camp this month in Cleveland for rookies and free-agents. He also 
plans on attending a similar camp in Boston in early August.
Legler, La Salle’s co-captain 
last season, graduated fifth on the 
school’s all-time scoring list with 
1699 career points. He averaged 
16.7 points per game as a senior, 
leading the team in three-point 
shooting (104-212,49.1%). Legler 
was also invited to free-agent 
camps by Milwaukee,
Philadelphia, Indianapolis and 
Portland.
"I was all set to go to Seattle, 
it had come down to Seattle and 
Cleveland," Legler said. "But,
Cleveland is thinner at the guard 
position than the other teams.
After they lost Dell Curry in the expansion draft I decided on 
Cleveland. Their general manager, Wayne Embry has seen me play 
about a dozen times. They’ve been following me for a while. They 
tried to talk me out of going to Seattle and when they lost Curry that 
left a spot open on their roster. They said they thought I had a pretty 
good chance to make the team."
The Cavaliers have told Legler they plan to carry five guards. 
Cleveland has starting point guard Mark Price back and plans to 
back him up with recently-acquired Darnell Valentine. Ron Harper 
returns as the shooting guard with Craig Ehlo backing him up. In the 
recent NBA draft, Cleveland took two forwards, Randolph Keyes of 
Southern Mississippi and Winston Bennett of Kentucky. Keyes was 
a member of the Golden Eagles squad that defeated La Salle in the 
NIT Finals in 1987.
Tim Legler
The La Salle Explorer is a publication o f the La Salle 
University Sports information Office. This issue m s  written and 
designed by Beth Onufrak and Sonya Wilmoth
In the August issue: Previews o f the fall teams and updated 
schedules, Homecoming news, and introductions to new coaches.
I f  you have an item fo r  The La Salle Explorer, please write 
to: Sports information Office, La Salle University, 20th St. & 
OIney Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19141.
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MAAC NEWS. . . MAAC NEWS. . . MAAC NEWS. . .
The search for a new Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference commissioner is under 
way and a replacement for Don DiJulia is 
expected to be announced in early August. 
DiJulia resigned his position to become the 
Assistant Vice President/Director of 
Athletics at St. Joseph’s University.
Carl Ullrich, the athletic director at 
Army; Frank McLaughlin, Fordham’s 
athletic director; Ron Perry, the AD at 
Holy Cross and Fr. Glynn, the President of 
St. Peter’s College comprise the committee 
that will interview the candidates. The 
committee will then hand its
recommendation over to Bob Mullen of 
La Salle, the President of the conference. 
Mullen will present the recommendation 
to the Athletic Director’s Council. A 
two-thirds majority vote by the athletic 
directors is required before a vote is taken 
by the presidents of the conference’s 
schools.
TV plans unfold
The MAAC is working with Sports 
Channel of New York to televise several 
conference men’s basketball games next 
season. Sports Channel is an affiliate of 
Philadelphia’s Prism. A tentative 
schedule includes the following games:
Tentative MAAC TV Schedule:
Wed. Dec. 7 
Fri. Dec. 16 
Sat. Dec. 17 
Thu. Dec. 22 
Wed. Jan. 4 
Tue. Jan. 10 
Thu. Jan. 12 
Wed. Jan. 18
Wed. Jan. 25 
Wed. Feb. 1 
Wed. Feb. 8 
Tue. Feb. 14 
Tue. Feb. 21
St. Joseph’s at La Salle 
Seton Hall at Fordham 
Boston College at Holy Cross 
Providence at Holy Cross 
Temple at La Salle 
La Salle at Iona 
Holy Cross at Fairfield 
Fordham at Iona or 
Seton Hall at Iona or 
St. Peter’s at Seton Hall 
Fordham at Manhattan 
Iona at La Salle 
St. Peter’s at Fairfield 
Iona at Fordham 
Army at Fairfield
O’Pella, Barci take honors at Speed’s golf outing
Gene O’Pella and Toni Barci were 
the top winners at the 13th Annual 
Speedy Morris Golf Outing, held July 11 
at Oak Terrace Country Club. O’Pella 
had the top gross score with a 75, while 
Barci had a 71 for low net honors.
The annual golf outing, held in 
memory of Jess McCarty, benefits the La 
Salle University golf team. One hundred 
forty-four golfers participated in this
Tony Barci 79 Jim Williams 73
Fred Rizzo 79 Nate Delia 73
Joe Boyle Jr. 79 Chuck Storm 73
Tom Griffin 80 Ed Harydon 73
John Davis 80 Dick Breen 73
Bud Lewis 80 Drew Friel 73
Cy Kaspar 80 Rich Prendergast 73
Top 10 Net Scores
year’s tournament. Tony Barci 71
John Davis 71
Top 10 Gross Scores Tom Griffin 72
Gene O’Pella 75 Tom Gross 72
Pete DePalantino 77 Kevin McCarthy 72
Frank Frost 77 Cy Kaspar 72
Jack Davis 77 Dick Downey 73
Kevin McCarthy 78 Brian McShep 73
Tom Gross 78 Rich Dahme 73
1988-89 MAAC Championship 
Dates and Sites
Karl Altamore 







Tennis (M&W) Swimming (M&W)
Sept. 29-30 W. S. Tennis Club Feb. 10-12 La Salle
Cross Country (M&W) Men's Basketball
Oct. 21 Van Courtlandt Park Mar. 1-6 Meadowland
Men’s Soccer Women’s Basketball
Nov.5-6 Fordham Mar. 9-11 W. Ch. Co. Center
Volleyball Golf
Nov. 5-6 Holy Cross April 13-15 T.B.A.
Indoor Track Softball
Jan. 28 Army April 28-30 Army
1988 La Salle Cross Country 
Schedule
Sept. 10 at Lafayette Inv. (M&W)
Sept. 17 Fordham/Pennsylvania/Brown/ 
Philadelphia Textile/Monmouth
(Van Courtlandt Park, NY) (M) 
at Delaware Inv. (W)
Sept. 24 at Del./Prin./Rider/Lehigh (M) 
Sept. 25 at Trenton State Inv. (W)
Sept. 30 at National Catholic Inv. (M&W) 
(Notre Dame)
Oct. 8 Navy (Van Courtlandt Park, NY) 
Oct. 15 Big Five Championships (M&W) 
Oct. 21 MAAC Championships (M&W) 
(V an Courtlandt Park, NY)
Oct. 29 CTC Championships (M&W) 
(Van Courtlandt Park, NY)
Nov. 5 La Salle Invitational (M&W) 
Nov. 12 IC4A Championships (M)
ECAC Championships (W)
(New Caanan, CT)
Nov. 21 NCAA Championship 
(Ames, Iowa)
Nam e_____________________________________________________ Class of.
Address __________________________________________________________
City State Zip Code_________________________________________________
A MESSAGE FROM BOB MULLEN, DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS
The excitement which surrounds La Salle’s athletic program should be shared by all former varsity athletes, alumni, parents 
and friends dedicated to the success of the University. This excitement should register with all 22 varsity sports. This newsletter 
will keep you informed of what La Salle’s current student athletes are accomplishing, of upcoming events, and of what the needs 
are for the total program.
We encourage you to continue your support for your sport, and to attend varsity matches wherever and whenever you can, 
and special functions which that sport sponsors. This newsletter and other University functions will give the Athletic 
Department a chance to administer a booster program within NCAA guidelines. Each sports’ alumni can continue to operate its 
own separate group under this "umbrella."
You can show your renewed support by subscribing to this newsletter, which will be published monthly during the 1988-89 
school year. The cost is $25.00 for one year. This will entitle you to receive the newsletter, a lapel pin which recognizes you as 
a supporter of La Salle Athletics, and information about and invitations to special functions of your particular team and of the 
Athletic Department.
Athletic Department 
La Salle University 
Hayman Hall 
Philadelphia, PA 19141
